
 

 

 

 

HANOVER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Hanover Hockey Association Board Meeting 

December 14, 2010 

 

 

In attendance:  Tim Beaver, Tammy Coffin, Jim Damren, Dan French, Elizabeth Gardner, Jeff 

Graham, Charlie Hackett, Sharon Ikeda, Bruch Lehmann, Ann Malenka, Bill Miles, Gail Orr-

Slider, Dwight Sperry, and Kim Stern. 

Absent:  Deanna Denault, Aimee Goodwin, Betsy Knights, Jill Larson, Mark Meyerrose, John 

Montgomery, Dave Peters, Mike Wagner, and Kim Whelan. 

Guest:  Rob Seelig 

 

 

Charlie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 

1. Minutes 

The November minutes were approved. 

 

 

2. New Business 

 Player Safety:  Vice President Jim Damren led a discussion of the proposed player 

safety guidelines and procedures.  He noted that this is most likely to be more of an 

issue with Bantams, as checking may only be allowed at the Bantam level next 

season.  Sharon asked who could initiate this process when there is concern about 

player safety.  Jim said that anyone could raise the question through the coach or 

parent coordinator.  Sharon said that the Bantam Blue coach especially should be 

aware of this guideline and the opportunity it offers.  Jim also noted that this should 

be part of any coaches’ meetings and information at the start of each season.  Bill 

asked about overly aggressive players, and Charlie pointed out that some of these 

aggressive behaviors are against basic hockey rules which will result in penalties in 

game situations and should be addressed by the coach.  As a member of the Girls 

Committee, Dwight noted that sometimes the U12 team plays U14 teams with a wide 

disparity of ages and sizes, requiring the coaches to address player safety issues at 

some games.  The policy was approved. 

 Grant Status:  Charlie reported that we had received about $1,700 in grant funds 

from the NHAHA which will be used for rink dividers and player and referee 

development.  The HHA will match this, so there is $3,400 in total for our use.  We 



2 

 

have spent about $2,400 for rink dividers, which leaves about $1,000 to be used 

equally between Introductory Clinics and Referee Development.  We will work with 

Dick Bressett to identify young referees who would benefit from attending clinics 

and/or the purchase of equipment. 

 Webhosting change opportunity (League Athletics to Goalline):  Charlie said that 

he and scheduler Mark Meyerrose will be meeting with former scheduler Steve 

McAllister to discuss the possibility of migrating to Goalline from League Athletics.  

The HHA had had some concerns about Goalline when selecting a service several 

years ago, which is why we had decided to use Goalline and Steve had been part of 

that process.  Charlie will also talk with the Dover scheduler who is the Website 

administrator for the NHAHA.  Most of the other state associations are using 

Goalline.  Discussions with both Steve and the NHAHA administrator should help us 

determine if our initial concerns about Goalline are still an issue. 

 Refund request:  Registrar Sharon Ikeda said that there is one Pee Wee Blue player 

who has requested to withdraw from the team, given the demands of his schoolwork 

on his schedule.  The family has requested a partial refund.  They have paid $600 of 

the $1,000 fee.  The board approved the partial refund.   

 Thanksgiving Tournament Summary:  Tournament Coordinator Tammy Coffin 

reported that all went well with the Tournament, with six Pee Wee and four Squirt 

teams participating.  Tammy said we should consider adding a Bantam division next 

year given the level of interest from the current Pee Wee teams.  We made about 

$1,000. 

 

3. Operations Review: 

 Ice Procurement/Scheduling Report:  In the absence of Lead Scheduler Mark 

Meyerrose, Associate Scheduler Dwight Sperry reported that all is going well.  

There is still some weekend time available for games later in the season. 

 State Meeting Head Delegate:  State Delegate Kim Stern reported that most of 

the discussion at the most recent meeting was about ADM.  Two NHAHA 

representatives attended a USA Hockey meeting in Chicago and shared their 

learning.  She reported that after much discussion, the NHAHA agreed that Mites 

at all Tier levels will play cross-ice games.  Roger Grillo was in attendance, 

facilitating the discussion.  There was concern that if Tier 1 plays only cross-ice 

games, players will flock to non-NHAHA areas where full-ice is played.  Players 

will be able to petition up to Squirts on an association-by-association basis.  These 

cross-ice games will be 4-on-4 with a goalie.  Kim said the next step will be to 

work out the logistical details of these games.  Roger Grillo will be available to 

talk to the association in the spring.  The group agreed that we will need to think 

about how to communicate this new rule to families to help them understand the 

benefits of this change.  Kim volunteered to collect suggestions on behalf of the 

HHA about how to address some of the logistical questions and challenges of 

cross-ice games and will forward the suggestions to Jim Nolan at the NHAHA. 

 Parent Coordinator:  Head parent Coordinator Elizabeth Gardner said that she 

had brought three team books for review at the State Meeting on December 11, 

which went well.  She also said that all coaches need to be screened, because they 

will not be permitted on the bench at State Tournament games without a 
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screening.  Registrar Sharon Ikeda said that coaches, parent coordinators, and 

Board members should send their confirming receipt of the on-line background 

check to her so that she can record the date, as it is difficult to keep track of when 

screenings have been done.  Tim also reminded the group that per USA Hockey 

rules, two adults need to be in the locker room supervising players while they 

change.  Charlie will send a reminder to coaches.  Elizabeth also asked about 

requests to use the HHA email list to advertise non-HHA events.  This led to a 

discussion of using the HHA website in general to promote non-HHA events.  

The group consensus was that this is not appropriate and not consistent with the 

HHA’s mission. 

 Initiation programs:  Initiation Program Committee Chair Dan French reported 

that we have 46 players registered for the second Learn to Play session which 

starts on December 18.  He said that there is some concern about having dropoff 

from the roughly 80 players who are enrolled in the first session.  He said there is 

always some dropoff between the first and second sessions because many families 

prefer to ski in the winter months.  Initiation Program Registrar Gail Orr-Slider 

said that many plan to return for the third session.  Wild Mites is going well. 

 Goaltending:  Goalie Advocate Dan French said that he is doing well with 

equipment, and they are just need additional sticks.  Elizabeth said that she has 

some extra sticks she will pass along to Dan. 

 Operations:  Operations Chair Bill Miles reminded the group that there are 

jerseys that were given to the HHA for free that are being stored.  They are large 

enough for Squirts and Pee Wees and could be used for practice jerseys. 

 Outreach:  Co-Chair Jeff Graham had nothing to report for fundraising.  Charlie 

said that several teams are doing food drives.  He asked if any other teams are 

doing community service projects, as it could be beneficial to share ideas for 

projects among teams. 

 ADM:  Coordinator Tim Beaver shared an ADM Handbook and DVD he 

received at a recent clinic.  Tim said we should also think about how we should be 

developing our players throughout the year, regardless of when we have team 

placements and tryouts.  He added that much of ADM is about making players 

competitive not necessarily about playing games.  Kim asked about having tryouts 

in the spring, which is what many other associations do.   Charlie suggested that 

we continue that discussion when Placement Chair Deanna Denault is present and 

after the Placement Committee has met to complete their evaluation of this year’s 

process.  The Committee had not recommended spring placements.  Tim 

suggested that as a Board we educate ourselves about the principles of the ADM 

on the USA Hockey website.  Charlie said he felt we as a Board should 

understand the ADM and other programs that advocating overall athletic 

development, and that he would lead this education effort.  Bruch also questioned 

the need to look at how we balance the need to develop competitive programs 

with the need to offer hockey to the community, as stated in our mission. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  There was nothing to report. 

 Registrar:  The Registrar had nothing additional to report.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 


